170                       TIME     RUNS     OUT
into the Army. The Nazis lost no time in bringing in their
labour from every conquered country. They went after
prisoners as dogs grab for meat. France lost only 100,000
dead from her Army of three million, but the Nazis took
more than two million French prisoners.
Funk, Wohlthat and other Nazi economic adminis-
trators backed up Nazi General Georg Thomas in this
operation. General Thomas was with the Army in the field.
Funk requisitioned and distributed the men that the Wehr-
mark gathered in prison camps, and turned them over to
this Nazi general.
Hand in hand with this, the Nazis planned to take the
nation's cash. The biggest payer would be France, and she
was. France pays reparations to the Nazis at the rate of
four hundred millions marks a day. The franc has an
exchange rate now of forty francs to the dollar, which
makes each franc worth a little over two cents. When I
was at Vichy, the franc on the " Black Bourse " was selling
at 160 to the dollar. At the exchange rate, the Nazis set
their reparations from France alone at ten million dollars a
day. They collect this from the Banque de France, leave
half of it on deposit, and use the other half to buy into
private French businesses. It's all gravy^ to the Nazis.
The Czechs are paying Germany in reparations and
assessments more every day than their former defence
budget, and the Rumanians are paying the Nazis nearly as
much. So is Denmark. Denmark is delivering each month
to Hitler as much money as the King ever spent to protect
his people. On a similar scale, the same thing is true of
Leopold's kingdom and of the Netherlands. The Nazis are
collecting in cash over four billion dollars a year through
taxes and capital levies on the occupied countries. And they
don't even collect the taxes themselves. They apply a special
tax and the German Army holds the central native author-
ities responsible for collecting.
The Young Plan called on Germany for 500 million
dollars a year. Germany collects that now every forty-five
days.
Shades of the Paris sunshine. Shades of Thyssen.
Shades of Schacht! This was one time that Schacht did not
" resign in protest." This didn't shock Schacht's economic